
Vocation / Calling is Context ... or... What on Earth are we doing?

Vocation (correctly understood) is not an add on 
to the Christian life.

The vocation of embodied love is what it means 
to be a follower of Jesus — this is the Christian life

Love is to will the good of others

... starting with the story

... its not about us primarily, its about God (see Peterson)

"Let there be..."

CALLING 
#1

INTENTION 
OF GOD

Genesis 1:28-30

"MAKE SOMETHING OF THE WORLD...

"fill...
subdue...

rule..."

CALLING 
#2

Genesis 12:1-3

"blessed to
be a blessing"

... IN CO-OPERATION WITH ME FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS

ISREAL 
• the Law 
"love God, love your neighbour"
• the Prophets
"act justly, love mercy, walk humbly"

CALLING 
#3

Jesus embodies 
this all perfectly

"Follow me..." in this way of life
&
invite others in this way of life 
which you're learning from me

responding to the 
Father... &

"in the power of 
the Holy Spirit:

AS EMBODIED/LIVED OUT BY JESUS
 IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT"

Primary context is the story
Secondary context is the substance of your actual life
• location & time
• relationships &  community
• character
• commitments to others - ie 'job'

... essentially: embodied love

THE COSMOS PEOPLE THE PEOPLE OF GOD (ie: Israel) JESUS THE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS (ie The Church)

• passions, dreams and hopes
• skills, abilities & "gifts"
• personal broken-ness 


